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This pack is for delegates attending the GCSE History network event for significance questions. This
pack contains the exemplar material that you will need during the meeting, as well as a space to
type any notes or comments.

This GCSE History network will allow delegates to:
* Receive a brief update on the qualification and ask questions
* Reuvisit the significance question and how it is assessed
* Talk through some marked exemplar student answers

* Network and share teaching ideas and strategies

Are there any updates or new resources that Pearson are offering which you would like to check out after this
meeting?
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Review of the Significance Question

AO1

studied.

AO2

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features and characteristics of the periods

Explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using second-order historical concepts.*

*in this question, the second order concept will always be consequence/significance

3 Explain two of the following:
* The importance of X for/in/on Y. (8)
*  The importance of A for/in/on B. (8)
* The importance of K for/in/on L. (8)
(Total for Question 3 = 16 marks)

Level Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

A simple or generalised answer is given, showing limited development and
organisation of material. [AO2]
Limited knowledge and understanding of the topic is shown. [AO1]

An explanation is given, showing an attempt to analyse importance. It
shows some reasoning, but some passages may lack coherence and
organisation. [AO2]

Accurate and relevant information is added, showing some knowledge and
understanding of the period. [AO1]

An explanation is given, showing analysis of importance. It shows a line of
reasoning that is coherent and logically structured. [AO2]

Accurate and relevant information is included, showing good knowledge
and understanding of the required features or characteristics of the period
studied. [AO1]
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Here is a space for any notes you want to make from the discussion of the question and how it is
assessed:
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Exemplar Answers
Exemplar 1

American West option, Paper 2, Question 3, 2019

E3  The importance of changes in ranching for the cowboys’ way of life,

El  The importance of the Exoduster movement (1879) for the growth of
settlement.

B The importance of the extermination of the buffalo for the Plains Indians’
way of life.
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Why was this answer awarded Level 3? (The official exam feedback is given later in this booklet).
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Exemplar 2

American West option, Paper 2, Question 3, 2019

B The importance of changes in ranching for the cowboys' way of life. /

E3  The importance of the Exoduster movement (1879) for the growth of /
settlement. i

F The importance of the extermination of the buffalo for the Plains Indians’
way of life.
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Why was this answer awarded Level 2? (The official exam feedback is given later in this booklet).
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Exemplar 3
Superpower Relations option, Paper 2, Question 3, 2018

: N The importance of the USA's development of the atomic bomb for relations
: between the superpowers In the years 1945-49.

b |

El The importance of the Bay of Pigs incident for relations between the USA and
the Soviet Union.

£ The importance of the Brezhnev Doctrine for the Soviet Union’s control of
Czechoslovakia,
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Why was this answer awarded Level 2? (The official exam feedback is given later in this booklet).
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Exemplar 4

Superpower Relations option, Paper 2, Question 3, 2018

K The importance of the Bay of Pigs incident for relations between the USA and
the Soviet Union,

£]  The importance of the Brezhnev Doctrine for the Soviet Union's control of
Czechoslovakia.
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Why was this answer awarded Level 3? (The official exam feedback is given later in this booklet).
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Marking activity A
American West option, Paper 2, Question 3, 2019

B The importance of changes in ranching for the cowboys’ way of life.

E1 The importance of the Exoduster movement (1879) for the growth of

settlement.
The importance of the extermination of the buffalo for the Plains Indians’

way of life.
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What level and mark did this receive? Use this space to make notes (The official exam feedback is
given later in this booklet).
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Marking activity B
American West option, Paper 2, Question 3, 2019
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& The importance of the extermination of the buffalo for the Plains Indians’
way of life.
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What level and mark did this receive? Use this space to make notes (The official exam feedback is
given later in this booklet).
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Examiner commentaries for the exemplar answers

Exemplar 1 (Level 3, 8 marks)

This response was awarded Level 3 — 8 marks

An explanation is given, showing analysis of importance of the extermination
of the buffalo for the Plains Indians’ way of life. The response shows a line of
reasoning that is logical and coherent. Therefore, this was Level 3 for AD2.

The accurate and relevant information provided shows good knowledge and
understanding, making this also Level 3 for AO1.

Therefore, this was awarded Level 3 — 8 marks.

Exemplar 2 (Level 2, 4 marks)

This response was awarded Level 2 - 4 marks.

An explanation is given, with some attempt to analyse the importance of the
changes to the way of life of the Plains Indians and some understanding of the
period.

However, in contrast to the Level 3 response above, the impact of the US
government policy is more the focus than the link between the extermination
of the buffalo and the Plains’ Indians way of life.

This was awarded a mid-Level 2 for both AO2 and AO1 and was, therefore,
awarded mid-Level 2 — 4 marks.

Exemplar 3 (Level 2, 5 marks)

Examiner Comments
This response was awarded Level 2, 5 marks.

The responses reaches Level 2 for AO2 with an explanation that attempts to
analyse importance. The first paragraph comments on why relations worsened,
with the USSR not being informed by the USA of their development of the
atomic bomb, and then explains about the start of the arms race and a sense
of competition between the Superpowers.

For AO1 there is sufficient detail to show an understanding of the features and
characteristics of the period and this reaches Level 2.

This is an answer that is securely Level 2 for both AO2 and AO1, this receives
the mark at the top of the Level.
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Exemplar 4 (Level 3, 7 marks)

Examiner Comments

This response was awarded Level 3, 7 marks.

For both AOs this response is in Level 3. For AO2, the given explanation
provides an analysis of importance through comments on ‘increasing tensions’

and in the latter part of the response "this damaged relations’.

For AO1, accurate and relevant knowledge of the period has been included
regarding Castro’s actions and the USSR's deployment of troops.

The response is a secure Level 3 for AO1 but the AO2 is not as well developed;
therefore the ‘best-fit" approach produces an overall mid-Level 3 mark.

Marking Activity A

This response was awarded Level 3 — 8 marks

An explanation is given, showing analysis of the importance of changes in
ranching to the cowboys’ way of life. The response shows a line of reasoning
that is logical in analysing the impact of the change Therefore, this was Level 3
for AOZ2.

The accurate and relevant information provided shows good knowledge and
understanding, making this also Level 3 for AO1.

Therefore, both AOs are secure in Level 3 and this was awarded Level 3,
8 marks.

Marking Activity B

This response was awarded Level 2 — 5 marks

An explanation is given with an attempt to analyse the importance of the
changes, and some understanding of the impact of change is shown; however,
knowledge is not always secure.

Therefore, this is secure Level 2 for both AO2 and AO1 and was awarded 5
marks.
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Sharing good practice

Use this space to record any ideas, teaching strategies or other notes from the discussion.

Feedback link:

http://bit.ly/PearsonAutumn2020
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